. After collection, the fruiting bodies were stored at +4°C (1-2 days) until further 91 processing in the laboratory. Fruiting body tissue for DNA-based analysis was collected from 92 the interior of each specimen by first splitting the fruiting body in two halves without 93 touching the exposed tissue and checking for any traces or damage by burrowing animals.
94
Then two flawless, approximately 0.05 g tissue pieces were cut from the exposed interior at 95 the base of the cap of the fruiting body using a sterile scalpel. The tissue samples were placed The results of this study indicate that both archaea and bacteria are abundant in the internal bacterial groups that appeared evenly in biological replicates to avoid spurious conclusions.
347
The variation between biological replicates may be caused by uneven distribution of bacteria 
